
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

CENTRE FOR REGIONAL STUDIES 
SCHOOL OF SOCIAL SCIENCES 

 

Invites you to the 

CRS Special Lecture Series 
(This event coincides with the superannuation Prof. Sheela Prasad) 

Speaker: Prof. Sheela Prasad     

When: Wednesday, 
 27 October 2021, 3 p.m. 
 
Google meet link: 

meet.google.com/gdf-
maeq-pfo 

Abstract: Having spent over 25 years of my 

academic life in the Centre for Regional Studies 

(CRS), it is time to look back and reflect on some 

questions that have bothered me over the years. 

How has one navigated the ‘ontological 

slipperiness’ of the concept of ‘Region’? What 

did/does Regional Studies mean and what informs 

its practice? Is there a universally accepted 

definition that one can claim and owe allegiance 

to? Are there other such Centres / Departments 

that can provide a roadmap / blueprint to borrow 

and guide us? Is Regional Studies a discipline or an 

approach or a methodological framework? 

The talk will articulate these dilemmas that 

continue to haunt not only me, but my colleagues 

and research scholars in the Centre. In a sense 

therefore, this will be a self-reflexive account of my 

mediations and learnings in ‘doing’ Regional 

Studies. And one of the most important takeaways 

of this journey in CRS has been that ‘Regions 

matter’!! 

 The speaker in her own words  

In a sense, the lack of a ‘rigid’ disciplinary mooring prepared me for the tenure in the Centre for 

Regional Studies. The M.A., M.Phil and Ph.D degrees from the Centre for the Study of Regional 

Development, JNU, trained me not only in a ‘reinvented’ Geography, but also encouraged me to 

imbibe an interdisciplinary approach to the study of ‘Space and Society’. Over the years in my 

academic career, this legacy enabled engagements with disciplines and disciplinary crossings with 

ease – it benefitted my stints in two interdisciplinary centres. First, the Centre for Area Studies 

(Osmania University) and later the Centre for Regional Studies, University of Hyderabad. One did 

not miss being part of a formal Geography department, as one felt one could not be claimed or 

owned by a single discipline --it would have been restricting and binding. But this is not to dismiss 

the foregrounding role Geography has played and continues to play, in shaping and sharpening my 

‘spatial gaze’, without which my academic trajectory would have been very disabling, less enriching 

and different. 
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