
About the Lecture
TThis year’s rematch of Joe Biden and 
Donald Trump offers one of the most con-
sequential elections in recent American 
history.  In this presentation we look at the 
candidates, the election process, key strate-
gies for each campaign, and major issues 
that are likely to shape the election.  The 
2020 election provides some guidance, but 
new issues are grabbing attention as well, 
from public concerns over the candidates’ 
ages to Trump’s legal battles.  What does 
this election mean for the health of Ameri-
can democracy? 

About the Speaker
JJohn Portz is a professor in political science at North-
eastern University in Boston, MA, USA.  His research 
and teaching interests focus on American politics and 
include education policy, federalism, and institutional 
leadership.  His recent publication is Educational Ac-
countability and American Federalism: Moving Beyond 
a Test-Based Approach (Routledge, 2023). He is cur
rently a Fulbright-Nehru Distinguished Scholar affili-
ated with the Centre for Canadian, U.S. and Latin 
American Studies at Jawaharlal Nehru University in 
New Delhi.  In addition to his academic work, in the 
past he served as an elected member of his home com-
munity’s school board and city council.  
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